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FREE HOL DE RGS OF THE COUNTY OF KENT 
RESIDING IN AND NEAR MAID STONE. 


| Gentlemen, 


* 


Th E aut or of a letter, ſigned Proprietas et Juſticia, which appeared in the laſt Kentiſh Gazette, having, on 
the preſent vacancy for a Coroner, called upon you to ſupport a Gentleman, little known in this part of the 
County, permit me to make a few obſervations, by way of anſwer to the reaſons upon which he contends you 
ought to ſupport that Gentleman, 

Ar the time when the vacancy for Coroner was firſt announced, two Gentlemen, reſiding near the place 
where Mr. Kirby formerly lived, and ſupported by very reſpectable intereſt, offered themſelves as Candidates for 
the place. The removal however of Mr. Williams to Greenwich, and the conſequent canvas of Mr. Simmons, 
a Gentleman with whoſe reſpectable character and abilities they were well acquainted, and whoſe gesIDeExCE 
pointed him out as the mot eligible object, induced them to decline any further conteſt, which, with the greateſt 
politeneſs, they immediately ſignified to Mr. 8. A few days afterwards however, to the aſtoniſhment of moſt of 
the Freeholders of this part of the County, Mr. Parker, a Gentleman with whom they were before almoſt wholly 
unacquainted, and who reſides nearly the ſame diſtance from Maidſtone that Mr. Moore and Mr Munn do, 
preſented himſelf as a fit perſon to fill the vacancy, with no greater claim to their attention than the two former 
Candidates had, except the circumſtance of his having a numerous family. 

Now, Gentlemen, in the diſcuſſion of all Public queſtions, it has ever been laid down as an undeniable axiom, 
That private Convenience muſt yield to Public Good. Permit me then to aſk you—ls it for the Public Good, that 
there ſhould be two Coroners at that part of the County, while you have none ?—ls it for the Public Gord that 
you ſhould have to ſend thirty miles, or upwards, for an Officer at a moment, when the immediate interpoſition 
of his authority may be abſolutely neceſſary to prevent the flight of offenders, who may eſcape out of the king- 
dom, before you could procure a Coroner from ſuch a diſtance ?—ls it for the Public Good that the County ſhould 
be burthened with an expence, which becomes greater in proportion to the diſtance of the Officer's reſidence 
from the ſpot where any accident happens ?f——Certainly not! — Which then is the molt eligible Perſon, 
Mr. Parker or Mr. Simmons, | 

Tak removal of Mr. Williams from Maldſſone is complained of as a hardſhip upon the Freeholders reſiding 
near Greenwich, Lewiſham, Blackheath, &c. ** becauſe,” ſays the Author of the letter, “ they naturally expected 
upon the death of Mr. Kirby, to ele& a ſucceſſor from among themſelves,” and THEREFORE he very 
MODESTLY requeſts that you will deſert the Gentleman, whoſe intereſt you have ſo generouſly promiſed to 
ſupport, and deprive yourſelves of the privilege of chooſing Your own Officer, for the vacancy is now in YOUR 
part of the County; and becauſe,” he goes on to ſay, ** it would be unGenenovs to diſappoint them in 
«© the hopes they had formed of chooſing, from amonG THEMSELVES, a Gentleman of reputation and abilities 
«© into an Office, the duties of which are to be THERE diſcharged. —S0 that you ſee, Gentlemen, either 
Mr. Williams is to be prz1iveEn back to Maid/tone, in diſgrace, or that part of the County is to be accommo- 
dated with two Coroners. | 

As to Mr, W*s removal, I muſt confeſs, I can ſee no impropriety in the meaſure, becauſe, being a ſworn 
Officer for the wol County, and not for any particular diviſion, he certainly has a right to reſide where he 
pleaſes ; and if a brother Officer in any diviſion, more beneficial than his own, dies; as a ſenior Coroner, with a 
family as numerous as Mr. Parker's, he moſt undoubtedly ought to have the preference of removing there. But 
be that as it may, the vacancy for that part of the County is now completely filled up; and as it is You onLY 
who are now without any Officer, there cannot be the leaſt pretence for ſaying, the Freeholders of Lewiſham, &c. 
are ill uſed by your ſupporting the intereſt of Mr. Simmons. | 


Uyron 


of the laſt Coroner, Mr. Kirby, as a precede 


„ 


Urox the whole, Gentlemen, I truſt that you will ſee the ſituation of the two Candidates in a proper light; 
that you will conſider the importance of the power veſted in vour hands; that it is not given you to anſwer Ba 
ITY VIEWS OF INDIVIDUALS, but for the purpoſe of Public Good; that however the character of 

ir. Parker, and His having a large family, might entitle him to a preference to a perſon, in EVERY OTHER 
RE*PECT ſituated as he is; yet that, oppoſed to Mr. Simmons, a Gentlemas alſo of unblemiſhed character, and 
molt reſpectable abilities, and who from his reſidence amongit you muſt be more capable of diſcharging the 


important duties of the office; I ſay, Gentlemen, under all theſe circumſtances, I truſt, you will think with me, 
that Mr. Parker muſt not =cannot—be the object of your choice! | 


PRO BONO PUBLICO, 
Rochefler, April 2, 178. 


0 


TO THE 
WORTHY, INDEPENDANT, AND UNPREFUDICED, 


FREEHOLDERS OF THE COUNTY OF KENT. 


Gentlemen, 


Fr OM the firſt moment that the friends of Mr. Simmons adviſed him to become a Candidate for the preſent 
vacancy, they determined to carry on the canvas with the greateſt moderation and temper ; how far they have 
hitherto acted up to that reſolution, is ſubmitted to your obſervation and diſcernment.—They beg leave, how 
ever to remind you of the REASONS which they gave for ſupporting that Gentleman; and hope you will 
conſider them ſuch, as every friend to the County muſt acknowledge to be juſt. They neither caſt ur fair 
reflections upon Mr. Parker, or made any mean attempts to prejudice your voices againſt him, by illiberal 
invectives, or inſinuations contrary to truth.—-As the Public Grod was their ſole aim, they encuuraged and 
ſupported Mr. Simmons, from a conviction that he was in every reſpect the molt el:gible perſon on the preſent 
occaſion, 

Sucn, Gentlemen, were the candid meaſures which they adopted on their firſt outſet in this buſineſs, =and 
ſuch the ſentiments which they meant to carry with them to the day of decifion,--to the Jaſt hour of the Poll. 
Judge then, what muſt be their ſurprize on reading a Letter, aderofſed to yun, from Mr. P—, too Cefpicable for 


* animadverſion, but that it contained untruths too ſerious to the character of Mr. Simmons, to be paſſed over 


unnoticed, COMP ELLE D therefore by the illiberal and ſcurrile ts atteck of Mr. P=, they find them'/elves 
under the neccflity of laying before you the True State of the Bufineſs, lcalt the artince or ignorance of Mr. P. 
ſhould attribute that ſilence, which could procced only from contempt, into a confefiion of the truth of his 
aſſertions, —Permit them then, in the moſt ſolemn manner, to pledge their h,rours as men, that from the firſt 
moment of the preſent buſineſs, tothis hour, Mr Simmons has, neither directly nur invireAtly, had the leaſt con- 
verſation, or. concern, with Mr. Williams, relative to his removal from Maidfiove, It was, as he himſelf 
publickly declares, entirely his own ſtep, and undertaken by the advice of his beſt Friends. Nor is there any 
thing ſo ZMy/erious in the matter as Mr. P. inſinuates. Situated as Mr. W. was, with a family nearly as 
numerous as Mr. Pe's, and an income by no means equal to his, was it unnatural to ſuppoſe he would be happy 
in removing to a place where the profits of his Office were more than trebly increaſed ?—Had he not the example 
for his removal ?—And will any ſenfible and conſiderate man 
2 deny 
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deny the legality, or propriety, of the a&t ?—Will Mr, P. himſelf ſeriouſly attempt to diſpute it ?=Nay does 
not Mr. Mitchell, in his handſome addreſs to you, of the zoth of March, wherein he declines the conteſt, 
admit the Ft of Mr, W. to adopt ſuch fituation, as beſt ſuited his convenience ?=Where then is the 
„ Myſtery, the Diſzraceful Trick,“ as Mr. P. is pleaſed to term it?—Which ke aſſerts neither Mr. W. or 
Mr. Simmons can explain, and which he calls upon every honeſt man to treat with contempt and puniſh. 
Surely, Gentlemen, you will not ſuffer your underitandings to be inſulted by ſuch a ſhallow artifice as this? 
You will not ſubmi: to be duped by an infinuation which is founded in Uxtru/b?—You will not permit that man, 
who could be z:caz enough to make uſe of ſuch a Paſtry Subterfuge to DISGRACE the moſt ancient and reſpectable 
Office in the County ?—A man, who, at the very time he is endeavouring to impoſe upon your feelings by a fal/e *, 
pitiful plea of poverty, and a large family, attempts to undermine and ruin a worthy individual, who has had the 
honor of being (what we hope for the ſake of the County at large, Mr. P. never will be, at leaſt upon this 
occaſion) the object of your Suffrages ; and who has a family nearly as numerous as his own, without a tenth 
part of the means of ſupporting them, that the extenſive practice, which Mr. P. informs you he poſſeſſes, mutt 
afford him for that purpoſe.—Surely, Gentlemen, I repeat, you have too high a reſpect for this important and 
honorable Office, to ſuffer it to fall into the hands of a man, who proves himſelf unworthy of the charge, by the 
dejpicable means that he makes uſe of to obtain it. That one man (ſays this Yirtuous, Mode? Gentleman) 
© will boldly attempt to deprive a reſpectable body of Freeholders of their Right; and another of Independant 
*© Fortune oppole a third, becauſe that third has to maintain a wife with ten children, and an Increaſe Annually, 
„ betrays principles, which cannot eſcape the obſervation and reſentment of the virtuous Freeholders of Kent.“ 
Here is another firing of aſſertions, equally untrue as the former. Did Mr. Simmons oppoſe Mr. Parker ?=No.— 
Look at his Addreſs to you on the ſubject, BEFORE the name of Mr. P. was announced as a Candidate.— 
The only Perſons who ſtood forward at firt, were Mr. Munn, Mr. Mitchell, and Mr. Moore, all of whom, upon 
the removal of Mr Williams, and Mr. Simmons's canvas, immediately declined the conteſt in favour of the latter; 
and then Mr. P. ſtarts up; ſo that inſtead of Mr. Simmons's oppoſing Mr. P. as he aſſerts, the fact is directly the 
reverſe: and yet he has the arrogance and effrontery to ſay, “ that his thanks are due to the three candidates, 
for the handſome manner in which they declined the conteſt; and he truſts the fourth will ſoon ſee the propriety 
of following their examples.“ As to poor Mr. Williams, whoſe greateſt crime appears to be an honeſt endeavour 
to provide for his numerous family, —he is to be made a butt for the exerciſe of Mr. P's z/{;beral and unmanly 
reſlection. Becauſe it anſwers the purpoſes of Mr. P. to perſuade the Freehelders into a belief that there is ſome 
Celluſion between him and Mr. Simmons on the preſent occaſion.— He (a ſingle individual) is to be charged with 
boldly attempting to Deprive the Freeholders of their Right.” — But, Gentlemen, it is hoped you will 
remember, that it is only a Charge, unſupported by Fact. —If Mr. P. can prove the Celluffon, why does he not 
Rep ſorward -The Friends of Mr. Simmons DEFY him to produce a ſingle circumttance in ſupport of his 
aferiion.—But what is there, in ſhort, which a deſperate man, who cares not how much he facriiices to truth, 


will not Co to forward his deſigns. 

I. P. is pleaſed (o be pleaſant with Mr. Simmons, by holding him forth as a Gentleman of““ Independant 
© Foriune. That he poſſeſſes ſufficient to ſupport the dignity of the Office he is now ſoliciting, is molt cer- 
tainly true; . but then it muſt be conſidered, that he is alſo married, and has a family of five children though we 


muſt confeſs we are incompetent to judge, whether they will ever be increaſed to the Number, upon which Mr. P. 


ſo pathetically touches: as he has already got the /art of him by ſuch odds, and has promiſed his anremitiing Eu- 
deawours to Increaſe them Annually. 

CerTain of ſuccels, Mr. P. tells you, that he means to Drive Mr. W. back to Maidſtione, and ſays, © it will be 
no injury to him, he will be as well received there, as he was belowed before deſertien“ To a man of as apparently 
callous feelings as Mr. P. ſuch a circumſtance might perhaps give no pain; but to Mr. W, as an old Coroner, 


as 
* Mc. P. on his Marriage with his preſent Wife received with her a handſeme Fortune, 


41 40 


as a man uniyerſally known and reſpected throughout the County, the diſgrace muſt be felt, in a manner, too 
ſhocking for the Reflections of a feeling mindit mult give a ſtab to his boſom, which none, but men of Mr. P's 
deſcription, could reſtect on without the moſt poignant concern. How far Mr. W. can be conſidered, in any 
reſpect, as unfriendly to Mr, P. we are not able to determine; but we think, that we run no riſque in aſſerting, 
that the cooleſt malice, the moſt vindiQive revenge, or the molt implacable enmity, could not have uttered a more 
inſulting, a more ungenerous, a more cutting ſarcaſm—and are not the very hopes of a man, openly avowing 
ſach deteſtable ſentiments, a Satire upon the Freeholders at large—Can it be ſuppoſed, that zhey will ſhew them- 
ſelves the ſupporters of ſuch a character ?—the very ſuppoſition is an inſult, 


NUMBERS, 
April gth, 178g. 


